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ST JOSEPH THE ARTISAN PARISH  -  BONNYBROOK 

APPLICATION FOR GOLD AWARD JUNE 2022 

 

This application records some of the many actions taken in our parish  

since submitting our last report in October 2020.  

 

 

In May 2019,  

our parish was awarded the  

Awareness Certificate  

and in March 2020 the   

Endeavor Certificate  

from  

Eco Congregation Ireland.  

 
 

Encouraged by this recognition, and despite Covid lockdowns, the Care for the Earth     

Ministry Group worked in whatever way possible, to create ongoing awareness of Pope 

Francis’s call to “care for the earth, our common home.”  We submitted a report of all 

these activities, and on 19th November 2020, the 

parish received confirmation from ECI that it was 

officially recognised as an eco-aware parish. COVID  

lockdowns prevented the ECI assessor visiting in 

person to confer the award. Finally on 12th June 

2022, Sister Ann Harnett, representing ECI present-

ed, the beautiful ECI “Caring for God’s creation” 

plaque, much to the delight and joy of  all.  

 

During the long wait for the official recognition from ECI as an eco-aware parish, the Care 

for the Earth Ministry Group continued to take every opportunity to inspire and motivate 

practical action and commitment to caring for our earth. We took as our guide the four   

areas  - Spiritual, Practical, Community, Global, as recommended in the ECI document.    

 

We updated our Parish Logo to reflect 

the recognition of our Parish as an  

Eco-Aware Parish.  
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 Pic here  

SPIRITUAL 

The spirituality that underpins Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’ is the driving energy of our 

work as an eco-aware parish. Especially during the periods of lockdown, this area be-

came a key means of promoting awareness. The liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas 

and Lent became focal points. For the lighting of the candles on the Advent wreath,        

a prayer from Trocaire’s Advent resources was adapted and prayed at the lighting of 

each candle on the four Sundays of Advent. 
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During Lent, the tree became the “Acts of Love for 

Lent Tree”. Each of the six weeks of Lent outlined 

concrete actions in areas that, if acted on, would 

help to address climate devastation and loss of  

biodiversity – use of energy, water, focus on food 

and shopping, use of plastics, recycling, ending 

with spirituality to link with Holy Week. 

The parish Care for the Earth Tree  

became the Pledging Tree.  

Parishioners were invited   

to commit to one concrete action  

that would address climate crisis  

and loss of biodiversity.  

At Christmas, the Eco Aware section on the church  

notice board invited us to strive for  “A Green Christ-

mas” in our families. A member of the PPC adapted 

the Global Catholic Climate Movement Novena.   

We prayed this novena from December 17th – 23rd  

at our daily gathering for Eucharist. 
 

At the beginning of the New Year, our Pledging Tree 

was repurposed as our “Gratitude Tree”.  Parishion-

ers were invited to draw or write one thing for 

which they were grateful as 2022 began. People   

expressed gratitude for the beauty of creation, the 

gift of family life and the beauty of our Church as a 

place of worship. 
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As they placed their thumb print on the  

THUMBS UP FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE,  

they voiced their simple pledge.  

For example,  

“I won’t waste my lunch;”  

“I won’t throw litter”.  

 
 

 

The celebrated Earth Day 2021/22 focused on liturgy,                   

using prayers and music at the Eucharist that highlighted  

the wonder and gift of God’s creation.  

Examples of Music used include: 

‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon’ by Buddy Comfort  

and ‘All You Works of God’ by Marty Haugan. 

Opposite is the Poster created for these events:  

Because the liturgy was available online, 

many tuned in to the daily reading of these 

acts of love. Requests to use this concrete, 

practical way of living a Lenten journey  

came from many other parishes - as far 

afield as Australia and the USA. 

 

Responding to ECI invitation to create a “virtual climate  

justice candle,” our home-designed replica of the real 

ECI candle became the focal point of our sacred space 

and our celebrations for the Season of Creation,         

Sept. 1st to Oct. 4th.   During these days the ECI “A 

Prayer for our Earth” became part of our daily prayer. 

Junior classes from St Joseph’s Primary School came     

to visit, and using the sacred space as a starting point, 

considered together how each one might take one   

small action that would lessen the impact of climate 

change on our world.  
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The church’s weekly newsletter afforded a space to invite parishioners to observe         

Earth Hour joining millions of others around the world in this symbolic act of cutting down 

on energy use to care for our planet.  

 

We used the parish newsletter to make Pope Francis’s “letter to all people,” Laudato Si’ , 

known to parishioners by including key ideas from the letter in short extracts each week, 

For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We participated in the celebrations of Laudato Si’ Week, May 22 – 29 by  

• Posting a reminder of the event on the 

eco aware church notice board. 

• Joined in panel discussion on,  “What is 

happening to Laudato Si?” held in the 

Margaret Aylward Centre for Faith and 

Dialogue. 

• Celebrated a special Eucharist to con-

clude Laudato Si Week, adapting content 

from Laudato Si Prayerbook to liturgy 

and a created sacred space to represent 

the richness of God’s gift of creation that 

surrounds us in everyday life - mammals, 

pollinators, flowers, etc.. 

 Pic here  

Pic  of Prayer for our Earth 

“Love, overflowing with small gestures of 

mutual care, is also civic and political, 

and makes itself felt in every action that 

seeks to build a better world.”  (LS231) 

Hosting the beautiful ECI Justice Candle  

in December strengthened our conviction  

of the urgent need to respond to Eliot 

Spitzer’s warning: “Global warming threat-

ens our health, our economy, our natural 

resources and our children’s future. It is 

clear we must act.” 
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The screen savers here  

are used for our church overhead 

screen for the various season/

events that celebrate caring for  

God’s creation  

 

 

PRACTICAL  

We believe that the roots of “the crises that confront our planet lies first of all in our own 

hearts,” that taking practical actions will give us new hope and courage. Since first begin-

ning as an eco-aware ministry, we sought to work together in concrete, practical ways to 

raise awareness and live in more simple, sustainable ways. Our Care for the Earth Group 

did an informal friendly survey that their families and their neighbours act upon to “care 

for our common home.” 

 

During lockdown, parishioners, in caring for their gardens, sought to include pollinator 

friendly plants. Some told how their families responded to the invitation on the eco aware 

church notice board outlining three keys ways to cut down on our carbon footprint. 

 

 

  A short email  

  from a parishioner  

  that illustrates how one  

  family is responding to  

  care for the earth invitations: 

 

 

Families introduced bird feeders and bug hotels. Others     

harvested water in water butts. The sale of the Family Centre 

to Northside Homecare Services ended our work on a sensory 

garden. However, many shrubs and plants, donated by parish-

ioners from their gardens through the years 2019/20/21/22, 

were transplanted and are flourishing along the church fence, 

providing food and habitat for pollinators. 

 

 

Practical actions our family takes:   
I now cook oven food 2/3 times a week to save  

energy.  I’ve planted veggies – potatoes, onions, 
celery, strawberries, garlic, cabbage and             

tomatoes. Most will thrive and give us a fair     
supply (I hope) for our family.  My husband     

walks to the shops most days to get supplies,       
he used always drive.  
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Some families purchase only eco-friendly household products – Ecover cleaning materials, 

have adapted the use of reusable water bottles, reusable shopping bags; are more diligent 

in not wasting food; when possible, leave packaging behind in stores; seek to buy produce 

that is free of plastic packaging; avoid house-

hold plastic containers by using solid bar soap 

and shampoos; use amount of water needed 

at a given time and have reverted to the prac-

tice of praying short grace before meals.  Some 

took to heart the “no mow May” recommen-

dation, allowing dandelions to bloom.  Many 

practice the 5R’s 

 

A member of the Care for the Earth group who excels in growing plants from seeds, grew a 

large number of plants for sale in aid of St Francis Hospice fundraising event.  A number of 

families have now set up their own composting bin/corner, a venture that very quickly    

becomes the lifeblood of productive gardens and flower containers. 

 
 Individual actions really matter,  

 because individual actions times a million is huge. 

 

 We built a Dry Stone Cairn to invite  

 solitary bees as tenants  

 in the dry soil between the stones. 

 
 

New Parish Office and renovations of Sacristy, Kitchen and Meeting Rooms. 

We have worked with the builder to provide sustainable features throughout 

the new build, such as: LED lights throughout, insulation of walls and new 

double glazing windows which is all aimed at preserving and saving energy. 

 

In front of the Convent and Presbytery 

hanging baskets and terracotta pots 

have been planted with pollinator 

friendly flowers.  Passers by admire 

these on their way to the Parish Office. 
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COMMUNITY 

To highlight the importance that Bonnybrook Parish places on being an eco aware parish 

we have a special page dedicated on our website. 

https://www.bonnybrookparish.ie/ecoaware  

This helps to raise awareness of the need to care for God’s gift of creation.  Here we have 

posted “Bonnybrook Parish Application to ECI for Final Audit, October 2020”, believing that 

this may help other parishes/communities be inspired to work with ECI to become an eco 

aware parish/community.  

 

Our website carries the calendar which 

highlights significant dates in the eco year.  

For example, the month of June referenced 

six events: June 4th, BEAD - Butterfly Edu-

cation and Awareness Day, June 5th, World        

Environment Day, June 8th, World Oceans 

Day, June 16th, World  Day, and June 17th, 

World Desertification and Drought Day. 

 

 

 Liaising with local groups. 

 Our parishioners, including members of the  

 Care for the Earth group  

 cleaned up the linear park,  

 using materials supplied by the local Council. 

  

 

Dublin City Council and local primary school. 

The removal of diseased and decaying rose 

bushes from the side of St Joseph’s church by 

the Stardust Park workers and their guidance in 

helping children from the local primary school 

was an occasion of excitement and celebration.              

The children planted 6 pollinator friendly    

trees donated by Dublin City Council. 
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 The involvement of St Joseph’s Sixth class  

 in weeding the Labyrinth in the Stardust Park,  

 guided by the Parks Director and workmen  

 was another occasion when the children enjoyed  

 the beauty of God’s gift of creation.  

 

   

  During the week of COPS 26,  

  we planted a holm oak  (donated by a parishioner)  

  as a symbol of hope for the future of our planet. 

 
  

  

 With the help of the children  

 from the local school, we planted 

 a native hawthorn (purchased by the parish), 

 to provide food and habitat for pollinators. 

 

    

   

  Our Eco Aware Notice Board 

  drew attention to the best 

  plants for pollinators food supply. 

 

Outreach to others: 

• Agreed to requests that Bonnybrook Acts of Love for Lent be adapted and used by 

other parishes not only in Ireland but around the world. 

• Visited the parish of Our Lady of the Apostles, Killiney, 

  and encouraging them on their journey to  

  become an eco-aware parish. 

• Contributed to ECI newsletter – and  

  learned from the accounts of others. 

• Presented brief overview of the need to appreciate  

 and treasure our biodiversity to Parish Pastoral Council 

 during COPs 26. 

• Spoke at the Northern and Leinster zoom gatherings, organised by ECI, outlining    

very simply how St Joseph’s Bonnybrook began the journey to become an eco-aware 

parish. 
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• Supported other parishes in our diocese to become Eco-Aware Parishes.  Parishes 

supported to date are Killiney Parish, Gardiner Street and Blanchardstown Parish. 

 

GLOBAL 

Our mottos are: “Think globally, act locally” and “Put the Bonny back in Bonnybrook”. 

 

Actions we took: 

• Supported Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign. 

• Prayed together daily during the meetings of COPS 26. 

• Invited parishioners to support online campaigns such as 

“Healthy Planet, Healthy People”, “Vaccines for All” and 

“End Plastic Pollution”. 

• Participated in events organised by Laudato Si’  

  Movement: 

 May 23rd: No More Biodiversity Collapse:                           

  Rebalancing Social Systems with Nature. 

 May 27th: Faith Consistent Investing - Living Laudato Si’

 May 28th: Sneak Peek: Feature Documentary  

  on Laudato Si’ 

• Lobbied Irish MEP’s requesting that they support the European Commission’s         

proposal on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence. 

• Lobbied local politicians requesting that they ensure Government support to the   

temporary waiver on trade related aspects of intellectual 

property rights (TRIPS) in world trade agreements,          

especially as this affects poorer countries/peoples. 

• Contributed financially to the purchase of wood saving    

ovens for St Mary Magdalen School in Riwoto, South      

Sudan and to the cost of replacing trees lost in the          

recent long drought in the area. 

• Viewed videos mentioned as worthwhile by the Care for 

the Earth Group, e.g., Jane Goodall, Julia Roberts, Shailene 

Wordly, Romain Pennes, Antonio Guterres, Song of Birds, 

and Wolf set to music by Lieberliner, etc.. 
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• Joined in zoom launch of Archbishop Dermot Farrell’s  pastoral letter,  

  “ The Cry of the Earth, The Cry of the Poor“ 

• Connected to frequent updates from the following websites: 

https://support.wwf.org.uk/    “believe in people and nature working together.”     

https://350.org/    “campaign against the use of fossil fuels.” 

https://www.laudatosi.org/   global catholic movement promoting Laudato Si.    

https://www.ecocongregationireland.com/  Eco Congregations Ireland promoting 

care for the earth at the grassroots level. 

https://www.olaireland.ie/justice-jpic/   OLA justice desk “to promote a more just 

world for peace, justice and the integrity of creation” 

   https://earthbeat.youth4planet.com/  Stories of climate crises, faith and action. 

   https://pollinators.ie/  Cultivating biodiversity across Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE PLANS 

• Continue to hold Care for the Earth Ministry Group meetings. 

• Report to Parish Pastoral Council on our efforts at each PPC Meeting. 

• Use church notice board and parish newsletter to promote Laudato Si’. 

• Participate in events organised by Laudato Si movement. 

• Become involved in lobbying politicians. 

• Continue to celebrate events and seasons that remind us of the gift of creation        

 and God’s bountiful generosity to us. 

• Support organisations that work for justice and sustainability.  

• Join in events that increase our awareness of the spirituality underlying integral  

  ecology. 

• Continue to raise awareness among the local community and schools. 

• Encourage all people to be involved in caring for our common home believing that 

every effort, however small or great is an important contribution to our common task. 
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 A Prayer for Our Earth 

 (As we light the Eco Congregation Ireland Candle) 

 

All powerful God, 

you are present in the whole universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace 

that we may live as brothers and sisters, 

harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgotten of this earth  

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.   

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united  

with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray,  

in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

We light this candle today to remind us of our need  

to care for our common home.  Amen. 
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CLIMATE CRISIS AND LOSS OF            

NATURE’S BEAUTY IN OUR WORLD 

  

What can I do? 
 

To change everything, we need everyone.  

This is the fight of our lifetimes, and only if each one of us does our part, can we stop the 

climate crisis and loss of God’s wonderful gifts to us in the natural world about us. 

 

There’s a role for everyone. 

Setting a climate resolution for 2022 may be a starting point for finding out what yours can 

be.   

 

Here’s some suggestions from the 350 team for resolutions that can make a big difference. 

Choose one or two that you feel you can do: 

 

• I will encourage my family and friends to become climate activists in their own way 

by talking to them about why we all need to join the fight to stop the climate crisis. 

 

• I will join an active local group or set up a new group to take climate action seriously 

in my community. 

What are we 

handing on? 

https://trainings.350.org/resource/having-climate-change-conversations/
https://350.org/get-involved/
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1. Try different lifestyle challenges.  Download our award-winning My Footprint App and 
set yourself goals to help build sustainable habits that are good for you and the planet. 

 
2. Eat for the planet.  Food production is not only the greatest driver of wildlife loss, but a    
  major contributor to climate change. Read our 10 tips to eat more sustainably.   
 
3. Be active and raise funds for vital conservation work.  
 See our events calendar and pick from over 350 local challenges 
 
4.  Track our leaders’ promises.  We’ve been promised a better future – from a safer  
 climate to healthy forests. See what progress is being made and help us make sure every 
 promise is kept.  
 
5. Be part of Earth Hour.  Connect with millions of people around the world and witness 

landmarks switch off in a global movement for our planet on 26th March at 8:30pm.  
  
6. Inspire changes in your workplace.  Wherever you work, whatever sector you work in, 
 you can fight for your world.   Read about the actions all businesses can take to help build 
 a sustainable future.  
 
7.  Learn about what’s happening in the Amazon and how to help.  Destruction of the 
 Amazon rainforest is at its highest level for 15 years.  This affects all of us – and we can 
 all play a part in its recovery.  
 
8. Be inspired through art.  Explore the Just Imagine Virtual Exhibition, featuring artworks 

that capture what a thriving future could look like for people and nature.  
 
9. Reduce your impact on the environment.  Start by reading top 10 tips on how to save 

water or try turning down the temperature of your laundry wash.  
  
10.  Be inspired by voices for our planet.  Listen to our Call of the Wild Podcast where Cel 
 Spellman is joined by special guests and conservation experts to dig deeper into the  
 issues our planet is facing – and what we can do to help.   
 
11.  Get to know your local wildlife.  Many of us have spent more time than ever exploring 
 nature on our doorstep during the pandemic. Use the Seek App to identify what you see.  
 
12.  Make your garden wildlife friendly.  Read our top tips on how to make your outside 
 space work for nature.  
 
13.  Green your supermarket shop.  Download the Giki App and scan items at the                 
 supermarket to see how ethical, sustainable, and healthy they are so you can make in
 formed choices.  
 
14.  Look after yourself.  We've partnered with the Mental Health Foundation to create 
 a guide filled with tips and tools for how all of us can connect with nature, to help us 
 thrive. 

(ADAPTED FROM EARTHBEAT@ ncronline.org) 

FOURTEEN ACTIONS WE MIGHT CONSIDER IN TRYING TO KEEP OUR 

BEAUTIFUL PLANET HEALTHY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/myfootprint
https://www.wwf.org.uk/events/calendar
https://www.wwf.org.uk/climate-promises/warming-limits
https://www.wwf.org.uk/our-planet-our-business
https://www.wwf.org.uk/stories/amazon-under-attack/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/just-imagine
https://www.wwf.org.uk/who-we-are/who-we-work-with/ariel
https://www.wwf.org.uk/discover-nature-seek-app
https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/5-tips-how-transform-your-garden-wildlife-haven
https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/palm-your-hands
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/thriving-with-nature/
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St Joseph “can teach us how to care; he can show and inspire us  

to work with generosity and tenderness in protecting the world  

which God has entrusted to us.”    (LS 242) 

Care for the Earth Ministry Committee 
 

• Sr. Margo Delaney 

• Sr. Irene Dunne 

• Kathleen Reid 

• Pauline O’Shaughnessy 

• Lena Kenny 

• Joan Sheedy 

• Kitty Bennett 

• Fr. Joe Jones 

 

Contact Details: 

St. Joseph the Artisan Church 

Greencastle Road, Coolock 

Dublin D17 R971 

Web:  www.bonnybrookparish.ie 

Email: office@bonnybrookparish.ie  

Ph:   01 848 5262 

 

Committee Leader:   Sr. Margo Delaney CHF 


